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1. Introduction

e our aim is to show that several types of Hungadamerbal nouns can be interpreted either as
complex-event denoting or as event-type denotnthe difference between them manifests itself
in their scopal interpretatio» complex-event denoting variants inherit the infation structure
from the input verb.

« Hungarian DPs have an even finer structure tharbbas assumed so far

2. Theoretical background: complex and simple everdenoting deverbal nouns
* In many languages there are systematically homuogipairs of deverbal nouns

- English: Grimshaw (1990, 2011):

e complex event nouns: event reading; the “existasfcan internal semantic analysis of the event
provided by the event structures” (Grimshaw 199%):-5 inherit the argument structure from the
input verb (presence of an obligatory argumentij] Bcense aspectual modifiers and adverbs like
frequentin (1a). They cannot be pluralized.

e simple event nouns: event-readihglack an argument structure, adverbial modificatign
impossible (1b), they can be pluralized.

TYPES OF DEVERBAL NOUNS EVENT ARGUMENT ADVERBIAL
READING STRUCTURE MODIFICATION
Complex (1a) The frequergxamination(*of patients) 4 4 v
event leads to better diagnosis.
Simple event | (1b) The *frequeekaminatiortook place 4 - -
at 6pm.

Table 1: Complex and simple event denoting deverbahs in English (based on Grimshaw 2011)

- German: Klemann-Kramer (2009: 28): complex-event denotiagng nouns can be modified by
the adverkerneut‘once more’ (2b), while simple event denoting negannot (2b).

(2) a. Die erneute Befragungdes Kanzlers wurde unterbrochen.
the oncemore questioning the chancellor become.Pasterrupted

‘The questioningof the chancellor got interrupted.’

b. Die (*erneute)Befragungwurde unterbrochen.
the once_more questioning become.Past uptted
‘The questioninggot interrupted.’

—> Dutch: the ‘bare infinitival nominaleten(cca. ‘to eat’) is less nominal than the ‘nounceded by
a determiner’ (cca. ‘eating’), see (3). Even thaufgll INF-nominalizations (...) refer to the event
or situation denoted by the verb from which thegag (Broekhuiset al.2012: 54-56).
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(3) a. Fruitetenis gezond

o

fruit eat

is healthy

‘To eatfruit is healthy.’

Hetetenvan fruit is gezond.
the eat of

fruit is healthy

‘The eatingof fruit is healthy.’

PROPERTIES BARE-INF | DET-INF

NOMINAL | adjectival modification ? yes
theme with genitive case no no?
theme/recipient realized as postnominal PP no yes
definiteness — yes
indefiniteness — no
guantification no no
pluralization no no

Table 2: The main differences between INF-nomimgians in Dutch (Broekhuis et al. 2012: 61).

. Deverbal nouns in Hungarian

» Complex-event denotings-nouns (4a) can be distinguished from the lessalegboup (4b) of
SED (simple-event denoting nouns) by means of plostposition¥alg] test (Laczké 2000: 316—
318).

* In (4a) theelstt val6 ‘before be.Part’ postpositional construction ev®i®e complex-event reading

—> the possessor is obligatorily interpreted as thenfe argumen&-> In (4b) the possessor does

not necessarily correspond to a certain (or angliraent of the input vere® can be interpreted

either as the Agent or as the Theme of the inpunsitive verb.

(4) a. Az oroszlan evésafi vald6 simogat-ds-a mindenkit megddbbentett.
the lion eating before be.Part carésd?0ss.3Sgveryone.Acc shock.Past.3Sg
‘Caressing the lion before eatishocked everyone.’

b. Az oroszlan evés i simogat-as-a mindenkit megddbbentett.
the lion eating before Attr caress-  Poss.3Sgeveryone.Acc shock.Past

‘The caress of the lion before eatstgpcked everyone.’

(4a,b)
PROPERTIES AS-NOUN | SED-NOUN

VERBAL separability of preverb / verbal modifier ?? *?

presence / obligatoriness of arguments 7 ?

adverbial modification *? *?
NOMINAL | pluralization * Y

definiteness and other degrees of referentiality ?7 (?)

quantification (and determination) *? (?)

Table 3. Some other differences between complexsangle event denotingds nouns
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The four productive derivational suffixes in HunigarbesidesAs: -Q, -Tey - Tty and-hAtnék
-> they have both complex event denoting and evergtgsed variants (exceffiynouns).

o Op-noungproductively express one of the “active key papticits” of the complex or
simple event: Agent, Experiencer, Instrument ordtimn (5a, 6a)

0 Tey-nominalization produces:,-nouns denoting events (essentially in the sameasay
As-nominalization) (5b)7r-nouns denote the participant of the input compehsant
which can be taken to have the Theme thematiq(sal@nd 6b).

o -hAtnékis a very specific, fixed and inseparable suffdting a desire or urge (5d,
6c) (Oszoli 2014), see Table 3.

TYPE SUFFIX EXAMPLE
-Op (5a) Péter lesz az 0todik fejezetmeg-ir-6- ja?
Péter will_be.3Sgthe fifth chapter perf-write-O-Poss.3Sg
‘Will Peter behe writer of the fifth chaptet?
Tev (5b) PAmerika felfedez-t-é- vel Uj korszak kezdlott.
America discoverT-P0ss.3Sg-Ins new age begin.Past.3Sg
E ‘With America having been discoveradiew age has begun.’
w L . ,
= -TthH (5c) Dori volt Péterfelfedez-ett-je
< Déri  be.Past.3Sg Pétiscovert- Poss.3Sg
L ‘Dori wasthe one discovered by Péter
S -HATNEK | (5d) Sir-hatnék- omvan.
Q CryHATNEK-P0ss.1Sghbe.3Sg
O ‘I am havinghe urge to cry
-Op (6a) Péter a megyében legjobb ir-0.
Péter the county.In¢he best write-O
‘Péter ighe best writerin the country.’
" -Tth (6b) Péter volt az évadlo-tt-ja
o Pétemwas the yeaaccuset-Poss.3Sg .
- ‘Péter was thaccusedf the year.’
= -HAT-NEK | (6¢) Péter allanddkocsmaz-hatnek-ja kiborit.
g Péter constant go_out_to pulssxTNEk-Poss.3Sgmake angry.3Sg
| ‘Péter’s constant urge to go out to pubakes me angry.’

Table 4: Productive deverbal nominalizations in ganan

4. The inheritance of information structure
* We propose that
certain deverbal nouns can inherit the informasibncture from the input verb

o
o

o

complex-event denoting constructions, in conttagtvent-type based nominalizations are

“scopally” ambiguous
narrow-scope readings in the (a)-examples areablaidue to the inheritance of the input
verbal information structure to the output deverahinal construction.
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4.1. The inheritance of information structure in the case ofAs-nouns and SED-nouns

(7) a.

Imit varatlanul érte [mindkét lanynakjreme @ meghiv-as-a a koncertre
Imi.Acc unexpectedly caught both girl.Dat the invitesPoss.3Sg the concert.Sub

wide-scope reading: ‘In the case of both girlsatight Imi unawares that they had been invited

to the concert.’
narrow-scope reading: ‘It caught Imi unawares bwth girls had been invited to the concert.’

: L=
wide-scope reading maw-scope reading
b. Imit varatlanul erte[mindkét lanynakjsen: @ meghiv-as-a a koncertre
Imi.Acc unexpectedly caughoth girl.Dat the invitdésPoss.3Sg the concert.Sub

wide-scope reading: ‘In the case of both girlsaiight Imi unawares that they had invited him to
the concert.’

narrowsecope-reading’It caught Imi unawares that both girls had ted him to the concert.’
~¥) ?ﬂis )
-
é Q.jg(:% \

wide-scope reading - naregeope reading
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4.2. The inheritance of information structure in the case ob-nouns and typical-participant

(8) a.

denoting nouns

Letartoztattak fhindkét hif bemond-6-i-t]
arrest.Past.DefObj.3PIboth news announces-Poss.PIl-Acc

wide-scope:‘In the case bbth pieces of newthose who announced either of them were

arrested.’
narrow-scope:‘Those who announdeath pieces of newsere arrested.’

wide-scope reading narrow-scope reading

b. Letartoztattdk  fhindkét csatornja bemond-6-i-t]

arrest.Past.DefObj.3Pboth channel announce3-Poss.Pl-Acc
wide-scope: ‘In the case bbth channelsthose who work for either of them were arrested.’

narrowscopereadingThose who work foboth channelgat the same time) as announcers
were arrested.’

wide-scope reading

4.3. The inheritance of information structure in the case ofrg,-nouns andTt,4-nouns
(9) a.“j korszak kezédott [[mindkét sziggtfelfedez-t-é-vel]

new age begin.Past.3Sdpoth island discoverT-Poss.Pl-Ins
wide-scope reading?‘In the case oboth islandsa new age began when either of them had

been discovered.’
narrow-scope reading:With both islandshaving been discovered, a new age bégan
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b. Megnyerheti a versenyt mijhdkét mentdr protezséal-t-ja]
win.Mod.DefObj.3Sg the competition.Acboth mentor favor-T-P0ss.3Sg
wide-scope reading: ‘In the caselmith mentorsthe person who has been favored by either
of them has a chance to win the competition.’
narrow-scope reading’ ‘One who is favored bigoth mentorst the same time has a chance
to win the competition.’

c. Elitélték fihindkét gy vadl-ott-ja-t]
convict.Past.DefObj.3Roth case accuser-Poss.3Sg-Acc
wide-scope reading: ‘In the caselmith casesthe person who was an accused in either of
them was convicted.’
narrewscoepe *'The person who was an accusadoth casest the same time was
convicted.’

4.4. The inheritance of information structure in the case oHATNEK -nouns andHATNEK sgp-
nouns

(10) a. A minisztereln6kot ijedséggel toltotte el
the prime_minister.Acc fright.lns fil. PasefiDbj.3Sg away
[[mindkét koalicios partngalkotmany-maodosit-hatnék-ja].
both coalition  partner constitution-modifyHATNEK-P0ss.3Sg
narrow-scope reading‘It frightened the prime minister thabth coalition partnerdiad the
desire to modify the constitution
wide-scope reading: ‘In the caselmith coalition partnersit frightened the prime minister
that they had the desire to modify the constitution
b. A miniszterelntkét ijedséggel tolti el
the prime_minister.Acc fright.Ins  fil.DefOBjSg away
[[mindkét koaliciés partngbrokds alkotmany-maédosit-hatnék-ja).
both coalition  partner eternal  constitution-modifyATNEK-P0ss.3Sg
narrow-scope readingit frightens the prime minister thabth coalition partnersiways
have a desire to modify the constitution
wide-scope reading: ‘In the caselafth coalition partnersit frightens the prime minister
that they always have a desire to modify the ctrtgin.’

5. Multiple ambiguity and mixed scopes

» constituency-test: na...példaul “for instance”-test (Alberti-Farkas-Szab6 2015): nno
exhaustive type of answer in a contrastive topmsitmm

(11) Mindkét hugod mindharom koncertre valé el-kild-és-é-t ellenzem.
both sister.P0ss.2Sg all_the ethreoncert.Sub be.Part away-sésd?0ss.3Sg-Acc oppose.DefObj.1Sg

narrow+ narrow: ‘As for both of your sisters’ semglito all the three concerts | am against
that.’

wide+ narrow: ‘In the case of both of your sistéram against the sending of each of them to
all the three concerts.’

wide+ wide: ‘In the case of both of your sistersl afl the three concerts, | am against the
sending of each of them to each of the concerts.’
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narrow+narrow scope

wide+narrow

wide +wide scope

3. The integrated Hungarian DP structure

e Our new data suggest that the Hungarian DP hasemfaer structure than has been assumed so
far > Narrow- and wide-scope readings in different deaknominal constructions argue for the
integration of the carthographic Split-DP Hypotlse$biusti 1996, Ihnsane and Puskas 2001) into the
morphology-based Hungarian traditions (Szabolaogilaaczko 1992, Bartos 2000, E. Kiss 2002).

0 The division of the noun phrase into a lexical don{&P) and a functional domain (DP) with
intermediate functional projections was first itbced in Abney (1987)

0 Szabolcsi's theory: the determination of the pos#i of numerals and the two kinds of
possessors, theak possessor and the unmarked possessor relativee tposition of the D
head (the place of the definite article) (Szabal@81, 1983)> enriched by the morphology-
based model of Bartos (2000)

o “Split DP Hypothesis” (see, for instance, Giustiob, |lhsane and Puskas 2001, Giusti and
lovino 2014): the left periphery in noun phrases ba split into operator and other functional
shells essentially in the same way as the leftppery in clauses (in such cartographic
descriptions as Rizzi's (1997) split CP hypothesis)

7
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operators within the DP (lhsane-Puskas 2001

positions for a case-marked non-possessor argument

positions for the NAK (Dative) possessor
(Szabolcsi 1983, Bartos 2000, E. Kiss 2004)

EP
K
K/\ELPO:P* QZQ-.:F
©NonPos NonPosP
KP. NonPos’
%] /\
NonPos Mpg:P
—_—
KP¢ ().
—_—
@posP 3
KP;
%]

EachP
Each’
Each DemP

Dem’

Dem

2002)

U)

Alexiadou 2001, Kleemann-Kramer

DP; PosAgr’
positions for the unmarked ?DS Agr/Ea\chp quantifiers, determiners,
possessor (Szabolcsi 1981, | 7 numerals (Bartos 2000, E. Kis
- : Each’
1983, Bartos 2000, E. Kiss o~ /2002)
Each DemP
D!em‘ j
/\
Dem NumP
Num’
P .
Num OpsPF
N
K-Pe @Am"
positions for attributiveralo- < ea;m/}rp
construction N
KP. Attr
& /\
Attr PosdP
DP;¢/ KP¢ Posd’
@ /:\
Posd DP;/ KP; NP
%]
embedded AspP/VP (Fu et al 2001, .

2009, among others):
AspP: complex-event denoting nouns
VP: simple event denoting nouns

AspP/VP
V.. DP¢KP; KP. KP,
g o %]

Figure 1
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6. Ambiguous sentences — different readings — diffent structures

wide scope:

Mindkét lany meg-hivas-a-t ellenzem.

both girl perf-inviteAs-Poss.3Sg-Acc oppose.DefObj.1Sg

‘In the case of both girls, | am against the imgtiof each
QP of them there.’

K DP VP
¢ |
D'|
- V.. KB
D PosAgr ellenzem &
& ,/\
DP, PosAgr’
/\\
mindker lany PosAgr PosdP
DP, Posd’
& /”\
Posd NP
a |
N
/’\\
N AspP
_dSM
Vi DP,
meghiv

Figure 2.
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narrow scope.:

Mindkét lany meg-hiv-as-a-t ellenzem.
both girl  perf-invités-Poss.3Sg-Acc oppose.DefObj.1Sg
‘As for both of the girls’ inviting, | am againdtat.’

TopP

KPPy Top®
| /\
K Top
/\ topic A

K DP W
% |
D’

T~ V... KPP,
D QroasP ellenzem &
@ T
DP, Qpocae’
P i 98
mindket ldny  Qpeaz PosAgP
DPF, PosAgr’
%)
PosAgr PosdP
—
P Posd’
%) /\\\
Posd NP
-a |
N
/\\\
N AspP
e /\
V... DP,
meghiv &

Figure 3.
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8. Further research: non-possessor arguments

* in this paper we investigate only possessor argtsriemind-quantifierfunction, and we establish
that the narrow-scope reading is unavailable imetyge denoting constructions

« the behavior of non-possessor arguments showseaatf picture:

o

complex-event denotingAs-nouns containing a non-possessor argument intagomal

operator: the wide-scope reading is present, Isstdeceptable (12a)

o

simple event denotingAsnouns containing a non-possessor argument-likeegiein a

postnominal operator: the narrow-scope readings available! (12b)
(12) a. Na példaul Edefel-bérel-és-e [mindkét munkarma4, hiba volt.

well for_instanceEde up-hireAsPoss.3Sg both work.Sub that mistake be.Past.3Sg

wide-scope reading‘Well for instance, in the case of both job&ing Ede to each of therthat
was a mistake.’
narrow scope reading: ‘Well for instantésing Ede [to both jobs]that was a mistake.’

Egy kisérleti egérnek lehetetlen feladat sz6kés [mindkét csapdabol]
an experimental mouse.Dat impossible missitthe escape both trap.Ela

wide-scope reading? ‘For an experimental mouse escape [from either of both trapis]an
impossible mission.’

narrow scope readingFor an experimental mousige escape [from both traps an impossible
mission.

9. Conclusion

deverbal nouns in Hungarian can have both complertebased and event-type based variants:
one of the main differences between them is ttogipal (un)ambiguity

within a deverbal DP, there are 2x2 operator zonexder to express all possible internal and
external scopes, too.

11



Information-structurally (un)yambiguous deverbal maets in Hungarian

References

Abney, Steven P. (1987)he English Noun Phrase in Its Sentential Asp&ét$. Ph.D. diss.

Alberti, Gabor, Farkas, Judit and Szabd, Veron2@lb): Arguments for Arguments in the Complement
Zone of the Hungarian Nominal Heapproaches to Hungariai4. 3—36.

Alexiadou, Artemis (2001)Functional structure in nominals: nominalizationndx ergativity John
Benjamins

Bartos, Huba (2000): Az inflexiés jelenségek s#itikai hattere. Strukturalis magyar nyelvtar3.
Morfologia. Budapest, Akadémiai, 653—762.

Broekhuis, Hans, Evelien Keizg&012).Syntax of Dutch — Nouns and Noun Phra8essterdam: UnivPress.

E. Kiss, Katalin (2002)The Syntax of HungariaiCambridge University Press, Cambridge.

Fu, Jinggi, Roeper, Thomas and Borer, Hagit (200hg VP within Process Nominals: Evidence from
Adverbs and the VP AnaphBo-So. Natural Language & Linguistic Thedt9: 549-582.

Giusti, Giuliana (1996): Is there a FocusP and pid®in the Noun Phrase structure?Working Papers
in Linguistics6/2, University of Venice. 105-128.

Giusti, Giuliana and lovino, Rosella (2014): A $@iP Hypothesis for Latin and Italo-Romance. In:
Ludmila Veselovska and Markéta Janebova (ed@o)nplex Visibles Out Ther&lomouc Modern
Language Monographs Vol. 4, Palacky University,@oic. 127-143.

Grimshaw, Jane: (1990)rgument StructureCambridge, Mas: MIT-Pres

Grimshaw, Jane (2011): Deverbal Nominalization: @faudia Maienborn, Klaus von Heusinger, and

Paul Portner edsSemantics: An International Handbook of Natural gaage MeaningMouton de

Gruyter, 1292-1313.

Ihsane, Tabea and Puskéas, Genoveva (2001): Speciiat Definite. GG@G (Generative Grammar in
Geneva 2 (2001), 39-54.

Kleemann-Kramer, Anja (2009T.he functional structure of deverbal nominals irri@an. Queen Mary
University of London. Ph.D diss.

Laczko Tibor (2000): Az ige argumentumszerkezetégimes fonévképzés. In Kiefer Ferenc (szerk)
Strukturdlis magyar nyelvta® Morfologia. Budapest: Akadémiai Kiad6. 293—-407.

Oszoli, Borbala (2014)A hatnék deverbaligihévképZ morfoszintaktikai jellemzésszakdolgozat, Pécs,
Nyelvtudomanyi Tanszék

Rizzi, Luigi (1995):The fine structure of the left peripherms. University of Geneva. In: L. Haegeman
(ed.) (1997): Elements of Grammar, Dordrecht, Kluvg281-337.

Szabolcsi, Anna (1981): The possessive construatidtiungarian: a configurational category in a non-
configurational languagécta Linguistica Academiae Scientiarum Hungaride261—-289.

Szabolcsi, Anna (1983): The possessor that ran &wayhomeThe Linguistic Review. 89—-102.

Szabolcsi, Anna and Laczkd, Tibor (1992): hévi csoport szerkezetStrukturalis magyar nyelvtah
Mondattan.Budapest, Akadémiai, 179—298.

12



